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Title 3—The PresidentProc. 7447

Proclamation 7447 of June 6, 2001

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2001

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

On June 14, 2001, Americans will observe the 224th birthday of the flag 
of the United States of America. This special day provides a time for our 
Nation to reflect on our flag’s rich history and its meaning to Americans 
and people around the world. 

The Continental Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as the official flag 
of our young republic on June 14, 1777. Describing the new flag, the Con-
gress wrote, ‘‘White signifies Purity and Innocence; Red, Hardiness and 
Valor; Blue signifies Vigilance, Perseverance and Justice.’’ Over time, the 
flag’s design evolved to keep pace with our Nation’s development and 
growth, but its meaning as a symbol of democracy and freedom has re-
mained constant. 

Flag Day was first celebrated throughout the country in 1877 to mark the 
centennial of the birth of our national symbol. As so often happens in our 
communities, a caring teacher encouraging students to develop a love for 
learning sparked renewed interest in the flag. Wisconsin schoolteacher B.J. 
Cigrand arranged for his pupils in 1885 to observe the 108th anniversary 
of the flag’s official adoption. 

In magazine and newspaper articles and public addresses in the following 
years, Cigrand promoted an official national celebration of June 14 as ‘‘Flag 
Birthday’’ or ‘‘Flag Day.’’ Groups in Pennsylvania, New York, and Illinois 
took up the cause. After three decades of State and local celebrations, Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson officially established Flag Day by proclamation in 
1916. 

During the darkest hours of World War II, Americans looked to the purity, 
hardiness, valor, vigilance, perseverance, and justice represented by the flag 
as ideals worthy of the ultimate sacrifice in order to defeat tyranny. In cele-
bration of the flag’s powerful meaning to Americans and its place in our 
culture and history, Flag Day became a national observance by Act of Con-
gress in 1949 and was signed into law by President Harry Truman. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14 of each year 
as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and requested the President to issue an annual proclamation 
calling for a national observance and for the display of the flag of the 
United States on all Federal Government buildings. In a second joint reso-
lution approved June 9, 1966 (80 Stat. 194), the Congress requested the 
President to also issue annually a proclamation designating the week dur-
ing which June 14 falls as ‘‘National Flag Week’’ and called upon all citi-
zens of the United States to display the flag during that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2001, as Flag Day 
and the week beginning June 10, 2001, as National Flag Week. I direct the 
appropriate officials to display the flag of the United States on all Federal 
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Government buildings during the week. I also call upon the people of the 
United States to observe with pride and all due ceremony those days from 
Flag Day through Independence Day, also set aside by the Congress (89 
Stat. 211), as a time to honor America, to celebrate our heritage in public 
gatherings and activities, and to recite publicly the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7448 of June 7, 2001

Asiatic Fleet Memorial Day 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation

All of America’s service personnel and veterans deserve our gratitude, and 
it is fitting to pay tribute to the United States Asiatic Fleet. 

The United States Navy’s presence in the Far East dates to 1822. The Asi-
atic Fleet was formed in 1902, reestablished in 1910, and continued to 
serve into 1942. Through years of unrest and disturbance, the Fleet pro-
tected American lives and interests along the China coast and the Yangtze 
River, bearing responsibilities that were as much diplomatic as Naval. The 
Fleet also assisted civilian areas devastated by the forces of nature and by 
internal warfare. 

When the attack on Pearl Harbor thrust the United States into World War 
II, the Asiatic Fleet played a key role in the defense of the Philippines. 
Outnumbered and outgunned at sea and in the air, the Fleet was joined by 
ships of the British, Dutch, and Australian navies to oppose the Japanese 
advance through what is now Indonesia. The Fleet’s destroyers hit the Japa-
nese at Balikpapan and Badung Strait, and the cruiser Marblehead fought 
her way through massive air attacks off Bali while submarines, short of fuel 
and torpedoes, struck Japanese supply lines. 

The battle for the ‘‘Malay Barrier’’ reached its climax in the Java Sea. In 
the opening hours of March 1, 1942, the American cruiser Houston and the 
Australian cruiser Perth, outnumbered and outgunned by the Japanese, 
fought to the last in the Sunda Strait. They went down with their guns still 
firing and were followed hours later by the British cruiser Exeter. The re-
maining Allied ships were then ordered to make their way to Australia. 

The Asiatic Fleet was no more, but its heritage of courage and selfless dedi-
cation helped spur our Navy to victory in World War II. Since then, the 
Seventh Fleet has carried on the Asiatic Fleet’s duties, earning honor in 
Korea and Vietnam and helping to preserve peace and stability in East 
Asia. The men and women of our Naval services who saw the Cold War 
to a peaceful conclusion and won victory in Operation Desert Storm are 
worthy descendants of the sailors and Marines who earned glory in the 
Java Sea. As we pay tribute to the memory of the Asiatic Fleet, I call on 
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